Chapter 1 Worksheet/Study Guide		ANCIENT ROME
1. “People are apt to look at the outer theater of action, forgetting the actor who “”lives in the mind”” and who therefore is the true actor in the external world. The inner thought world determines the outward action.” (page 16, paragraph 1)

· How does this statement line up with the principle taught by Jesus that cleaning the outside of the cup (what the world actually sees) is of no eternal value?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· How much time do you spend each week working intentionally to line up your inner thought life with the truths taught in the Bible? What strategies do you use during this time?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What would a time study reveal about the amount of time you allocate each week to various sources of information that influence your mind?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· If more time were strategically spent in conforming our minds to the truths of Scripture what changes would you expect to see in your worldview?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The purpose of the book is to learn lessons about the primary dilemmas we now face by looking at the past and considering its flow. (page 16, paragraph 4)

· Would you consider yourself a student of history?  _________________________________

· What are some of the best books/articles you have read on history that taught you valuable life lessons?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


· What do you hope to learn from the study of this book?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. According to FAS (Francis A Schaeffer), the finite Roman gods could not give them a sufficient base for life, morals, values, and final decisions. Their gods were dependent on the society which had made them, and that ultimately led to the collapse of the Roman Empire. (page 18, paragraph 1)

· What caused the weakness of the Roman worldview to be revealed, and what can we learn from the example of the Roman humpbacked bridges?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What form of government did the Romans resort to when their society collapsed?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What parallels can we draw from their society and ours, and their approach to dealing with the chaos caused by a world view based on finite gods? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Even while living in a completely secular society Christians responded differently than the Romans to the pressures of life based on the strength of their Biblical worldview. What key things did their worldview rest on? (page 19, paragraph 2)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What two reasons does FAS give for the Romans persecuting the Christians so viciously? (page 22)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. FAS lists three specific characteristics of the late Roman empire prior to its collapse. What are they, and how do these characteristics impact American culture today?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
